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Pentecost in the Park
“Party in the Pit”

Do we really appreciate how blessed we are to live in
the day in which we live? Prior to the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, the world lived without the hope of a
bodily resurrection. Prior to the resurrection people
believed that when you died you went to a holding
place. Prior to the Day of Pentecost, the blessing of
the comfort that comes from the Holy Spirit was not
available. Prior to the Day of Pentecost, a personal
relationship with God was not as we as Christians
know it today.
You are honored beyond measure in that with the
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost we have been
knit together by One Spirit in Christ. We have a direct
audience with the Most High God in our prayer life.
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit has opened our
eyes to revelation knowledge of God’s WORD like no
other generation has known God’s WORD.

What shall we then say to these things? If God be for
us, who can be against us?

Romans 8:31
King James Version

When life seems to be more than you can handle, when
the future looks bleak, remind yourself of all that has
been done in Christ. Christ is our HOPE. In Christ, we are
empowered to meet insurmountable odds. In Christ, we
find a peace that will never be found in the world. It is for
these things that people look at us strangely. They do not
understand how we can be in such peace when we are in
such difficult places. When falling into a pit, the world only
knows anxiety and fear. When Christians find themselves
in a pit, we have a light that shines that dispels all the
darkness. We have a strength in Christ that enables us to
do those things that would seem impossible for others.
Sometime it just feels like we have fallen into a PIT out of
which we cannot crawl . The PIT can be very dark and
deadly. Christ is our LIGHT in the PIT. In the PIT, we readily
call upon scriptures like Isaiah 54:17 or Romans 8:37.

 
Life as a Christian is more than just our salvation.  Once

we have come into a saving relationship with Jesus
Christ we are motivated to MORE.  We have been

changed by Christ and empowered by Christ by the
Holy Spirit to be the hands and feet of Christ in the Pit.  
It is not about getting out of the PIT.  It is about living in
the Pit in such a way that others encounter Christ and
find their way out of the Pit.  The Party in the PIT is the
celebration that Christ has overcome the PIT and we

are no longer controlled by circumstances in which we
find ourselves.

 
Our life in Christ doesn’t camp us out in sanctuary.  Our
life in Christ emboldens our lives during challenges that

add vibrancy to our living life.  The excitement of the
Christian Life is that we can watch time after time how

God makes a way where there seems to be no way. 
 And the biggest excitement is how God uses us to
accomplish and be a part of the process in helping

others find a way to better places.  As we journey this
world don’t forget that your place in the PIT is not to

fall into the trap of the PIT.  It is our place to be the light
in the PIT that causes a party as we celebrate God

doing great and mighty things.  Join the PARTY.  Invite
the Holy Spirit into your life.

 

Acts 2:1-4
King James Version

1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come,
they were all with one accord in one place.

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as
of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house

where they were sitting.
3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like

as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and

began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave
them utterance.

Winning them to Jesus,

Pastor Gil



      Salem's Summer Intern  

 

Hello Salem, 

My name is Tanner Hendricks, and I am interning in
the “Taste and See” program at Salem this summer.
The internship started on May 15th and will finish on
July 24th. This internship is with the North Carolina
Conference of the United Methodist Church, and it
allows college students to serve in ministry settings
across the NC Conference while engaging in mutual
reflection with mentors upon their experiences. The
program partners with local churches to provide
opportunities to empower young adults in discerning
a call to ordained ministry. 
I was born and raised in Fayetteville, and I am a
senior at Methodist University. I am majoring in
social work with a minor in church leadership, with
plans to attend Divinity School in the fall of 2023. In
my free time I enjoy playing golf and going to the
beach. I am a member of Saint Andrews United
Methodist Church which makes me excited to
continue to see all of the ministries at Salem. I am
especially looking forward to shadowing Pastor Gil
and helping out with church activities like the
Summer Literacy Initiative and the youth group
retreat to Lake Junaluska. 
Since starting college I have gotten involved with
numerous Christian groups and began feeling a call
to ministry. This was especially present with my
involvement in the student-led worship service that
happens every Tuesday evening. I have known Christ
for as long as I can remember, but it was in this
setting that I realized I knew that I knew God. My
experiences in college have made me passionate
about ministry, especially to college-aged students
because I have personally experienced how
important a relationship with Christ is during the
challenging years of college. Christ has guided me
during many challenging moments in my life, and it is
one of my goals to become more like Him and less
like me each day as I “Taste and See” the ministries
of Salem. I am thankful to be surrounded by so many
of God’s disciples living out the mission to go into
the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole
creation. Thank you for welcoming me at Salem. I
look forward to building stronger relationships with
everyone this summer. 

   Blessings, 
    Tanner Hendricks 

      Highlights: Pentecost in the Park  



 Youth Ministry

In February of 2018, I got the privilege to join Salem UMC as
itsYouth Director and Assistant to the Pastor. It has been a
pleasure to serve Salem, the students, and the community of
Eastover. God has really grown me since February 2018, and I
believe God has used everyone at Salem to make a significant
impact on my life.
In May of 2021, I began the process to become a certified
candidate in the United Methodist Church to become a Licensed
Local Pastor. Through that process, God has really moved in me,
through me, and through my family. In May of 2022, the district
superintendent of the Harbor district called me and asked me
to serve as a local pastor in Faison, North Carolina. Hannah and
I have prayed to discern where God is calling us, and with heavy
hearts. Hannah and I will be going to Faison UMC to serve, and I
will be the pastor at Faison UMC. We have loved our time at
Salem, the relationships we have built, the students we have
served, and the love and grace everyone at Salem has given to
us.
On July 5th Hannah and I will be joining Faison UMC. Our last
Sunday at Salem UMC will be June 26th, 2022. As I remember
everything that has impacted me at Salem UMC, it reminds me
of the great joy, the new experiences, the growth, and the huge
impact everyone at Salem has had on me and my family. I want
to thank you for the opportunity and privilege I have had to
serve this community, this church, and these students since
February 2018. All of you and this church have had a bigger
impact on my life and my family’s life than you will ever realize. 
As we close out this chapter and begin a new one, I want to
invite you in welcoming Salem's new youth director, Shelton
Burkart. Shelton is no stranger to Salem; he practically grew up
here, and he has been serving in the youth ministry for over
four years. Shelton is a servant leader and is willing to help
anywhere he can. He is excited to begin serving as the new
youth director for Salem, and I know he will be a fantastic
leader for the youth in the weeks, months, and years to come.
Shelton will begin serving as youth director alongside me on
June 12th.
I ask that during this transition, you pray for the Salem Youth,
the church, Shelton as he prepares to serve the youth ministry,
and me and Hannah as we enter a new church and community.

                                                                                      -David

Youth Events:
 

June 22 Youth Night - 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
June 25 Messtival 22' - 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

June 26 Core Night - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
July 12-15 - M28 Camp @ Lake Junaluska
July 24 Core Night - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
July 27 Youth Night - 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

August 13 - Jumping into Fall 
 



Children's Ministry

On May 26th we had 11 students graduate from Pre-K
they will be heading to Kindergarten in the fall. 

 Congratulations to all.  We are currently hiring a Lead
Teacher and teacher assistants for our additional three-

year-old room opening in the next couple months.
 

Summer has been in full swing at SMASH. On Friday,
June 3rd we had a color run, and everyone had a great

time. Activities planned for the remainder of June
include the Aloha Zoo, Field Day, Bowling, movies and

much more.

April showers bring May flowers!! Our month of May was a
month filled with celebrations and fun activities. During the
month of May we celebrated our moms by painting flower
pots and putting beautiful pink pansies in them. We rocked
the arcade on May 15 and came home with tons of cool
prizes!
Our Roller Skating activity will be moved to a later date. So
stay tuned for that!

We were able to celebrate our students' hard work during the
school year! Congratulations to all of our students! We are so
proud of you!

June will be kicked off with Pentecost in the Park. There will
be a fun activity and message for the children to learn more
about Pentecost Sunday, which is June 5. Salem Kids Night
will only be on June 15 this month, due to school being out
for the summer. We will be celebrating our Fathers on June
19, VBS is July 25-29! We are so excited to spend a week on
the farm learning about God’s love for us!
VBS information is on the website and Facebook!
Please sign up to volunteer! We would love to have you!
There is also a link to register your student for the week of
VBS! 

Please contact Caitlin Craven if you have any questions!
Caitlin Craven 910-964-4350 
children@salemfnc.org

mailto:children@salemfnc.org


Mission and Outreach

Family Promise
“ Salem’s Mission to Homeless Families in Cumberland

County”
 

Food Pantry

United Methodist Men

Salem United Methodist Men's breakfast will be held on
Sunday June 19th at 8 AM. 

Congratulations to Breanna Orellana and Weston Black,
each awarded a $1,000 scholarship for college by the

Salem United Methodist Men Scholarship Fund.
Congratulations to all high school and college graduates,
and many thanks to those supporting the funding of the

scholarship fund! Do great things!
 

Four Mothers of FAMILY PROMISE enjoyed a bounty of
gifts & gift cards from Salem Church. Debora Fussell
and Debbie Moody organized a collection & delivered
the gift bags just before Mother’s Day. Special thanks
to Winston McDaniel class for their donations to the
mothers. MAY 1-7 was Salem’s Spring Service week to
Family Promise. Four families were served for seven
days which included 14 folks. Five adults, three girls
age 8, 10 & 12, and six boys age 6, (set of twins 11), 13,
15 & 17. THANK YOU TO ALL who donated money for
food & necessities. The week of Aug 28 is our next
week of service. 
Contact Debbie M for information. 

 Do not forget to do good and to share with others,
 for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

 Hebrews 13:16 NIV

 
 
  
 

Rebecca has sorted, packed, pushed and gifted out
Salem’s donations to folks in our community.  She enjoys
the work, and many are blessed by her giving heart.
 
Salem Food Pantry continues to giveaway food each
Thursday from 9-11 am and other times by
prearrangement;
we deliver a few.
 
“thank you all for the blessings xo”  is a recent text
received for the gift of food.  All recipients THANK YOU ALL
each and every week. 
Currently Needed:
PEANUT BUTTER
JELLY
CANNED MEATS
CANNED FRUIT  
            NO glass or veggies – please. 
    Let your light shine before men, that they
     may see your good works and glorify your Father
     which is in heaven.        Matthew  5:16



DO YOU CROCHET?

Stephen Ministries

We are looking for compassionate volunteers to support
our Stephen Ministry Team providing support to church
members experiencing pain and grief. Want to make a

difference? This is a great opportunity to serve by actively
addressing the suffering of humanity. Make a difference!

Please see Ray Burkart or Carol Hudson for more
information, thank you!

Silver Sneakers

 
Mondays ,  Tuesdays ,  Thursdays ,  and

Fr idays  10am-11am in  the  D in ing
Hal l

I f  you  have  any  quest ions  p lease
contact  Me lod ie  Malco lm at
malco lmm0216@gmai l . com

 

Financial Health

Budget Needed Monthly 
$ 45,000.00

 
Total May Offering & Tithes

$48,119.97
 

May Building Fund Deposits
$2.345.00

 
May Memorial Donations

$ 125.00

YTD Budget Needed 
$ 225,000.00

 
Year to Date Offering & Tithes

$ 208,013.09
 

Year to Date Building Fund Deposits
$ 5,235.00

 

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is looking for more

people to serve in this ministry. If you are

interested please contact the church office or

Bonnie Crabtree. 

 

Memorial Day Troop 745

We had 3 scouts come to help pay respect to our

veterans and place flags on their graves. 



Jason Oliver, Jean Brown, Carrie Jones, Carolyn Ortero,
Liam Dixon, Cale Johnson, Nick Wilson, Anthony Bethea,
Angie Baker, Denise Rhodes, Barbara Powers, New Baby
Bennet Beal, Sheilia Minschew, Eddie Bowen, John Sange,
Will Nash, Leslie Horne, Jason & Brittany Ray, Liam Dixon,
Lin Wheeler, Angela Renfrow, Betty Price, Jen Partney,
Nelly Johnson, Laurie McLaurin, Ann Hodges, Vanessa
Cuestas (cancer), Tabetha Priest,  Julia Cretko, Shannon
(cancer), Ron Hardy, Randy West (cancer), Marilyn Parkin,
Melinda Craven, Grant Singletary, Robin Barber, Rev. Jan
(Poland Methodist Pastor), Matthew Johnson, Wayne Byrd
(cancer), Whitney Larimore, Linda Disbrow, Gary Page, J.M.
Butler, jr., Kyle Powers (heart), Del Gray, Vickie Knoch,
John Butler, Mike Butler, Linda Butler, Linda Disbrow,
Sandra Jones, Randall Idol, Bill Smith, Scott Armentrout,
Daniel Knox (cancer), Brooke Autry’s mother, Sue Grissom,
Abraham Beniquin and Jennifer Johnson

Church Members

Family and Friends

Family of Steve Melvin, Donna Culbreth, Jean Lugar,
Salem Youth, Lisa Johnson, Della Patterson, Jay
(Army Basic Training), Mickey Kimbel, Ann Hobbs,
Conrad Kurtz, Kelsey and Justin Smith, Michael
Diaz, Tyler Lesse-Roberts, Colton Honeycutt,
Trillma Prebbenow, Darvin Edwards, Rachel
Dawson, Pat Baker, Grayson Marsh, Weldon
Hudson, Lorraine Kirkwood, Sallie Darden, Paula
Johnson, Bill Marsh, Dorotha Fink, Jean Lugar,
Gilda Horne, Bill Roberts and Lynn Baker

Prayer Requests

Memorials 

Nesbeth Fisher 

NC Conference Events

June 11th: Introduction to Lay Ministry (Basic course) will
be conducted on June 11, 2022 via Zoom led by Reverend
Gypsy Murdaugh. This is an overview course that provides

helpful background for all laypersons in service in the
church and community. It is also required for all who

pursue recognition in Lay Servant Ministries. Register at
https://districts.nccumc.org/gateway-lay-servant-
ministry-team-offers-june-11th-clas/ or for more

information contact Effie McGill
(effie.mcgill@gmail.com) or call 919.779.9435

Online Learning: The NC Conference of the United
Methodist Church Media Center has created the new Online
Learning Opportunities Calendar to learn about upcoming
events you may join. Please explore the website at
https://nccumc.org/mediacenter/events/. 

 
1.

 
 

Della Patterson

Pray for:   Our Military, Our Shut-Ins,
Our Schools, Our Church, Our Country,

Ukraine

Neva's SisterEstelle's Sister

Della PattersonPeggy Allen, Della
Patterson

https://districts.nccumc.org/gateway-lay-servant-ministry-team-offers-june-11th-clas/
mailto:effie.mcgill@gmail.com
https://nccumc.org/mediacenter/events/

